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(37 ABSTRACT

The present invention relates generally to methods of per-
forming periodontal surgeries, and instruments for perform-
ing said surgeries. A method of performing periodontal sur-
gery to correct a gingival defect of a patient according to a
general embodiment comprises the steps of making an ingi-
sion at or near a fornix of the palient near the gingival defect,
inserting an instrument into the incision to detach a ftap,
advancing the flap horizontally without enlarging the inci-
sion, clevating a papilla within the fap, stretching the flap to
cover the gingival defect, and pressing against the fap to
promote fibrin formation, An instrument for performing peri-
odontal surgery according to one general embodiment con-
prises a handle, a first shank connecting to and extending
from the handle, a connector section, and 2 blade section. The
connector section further comprises a first end and a second
end, wherein the first end connects to the first shank at a first
angle, and the second end connects to the blade section at g
second angle. Purther, the blade section is approximately
perpendicutar to a plane formed by the handle and the con-
nector section, and a cutting surface of the blade section is
parallei to the second end of the connector section.
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